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From the Pastor
Grace, mercy and peace to you all from God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior.

We are in the process of returning to pre-pandemic practices. The last Sunday of June, we will
approach the altar for communion by tables of 10 or less. Elders and Pastor will distribute the
elements as in the past.

The offering plate will not be passed through the congregation. Instead the offerings will still be
collected in the narthex via the offering box. The offerings will then be presented to the Lord
during the service.

Worship folders will still be available for those who need them. Worship notes will be available
for those wishing to use the hymnals.

These Emails and video and another posts on Facebook will continue.

| am including activities and learning suggestions for you and your children of all ages. | hope
this will deepen your appreciation and understand of the Divine Service.

For younger children

Word Search: Seed/Plants
[Underline or highlight this word or phrase throughout the Divine Service]

A Sunday School lesson can be found at our website: www.trinitylutherantaylorville.org

5t graders and older: Mark the service with directional arrows [/ as to show what direction the
interaction between God, us and with each other is taking place. Use these symbols to indicate
our posture during the service | - standing in respect; | _- kneeling to receive a blessing or show
respect;’_[ - humbly sitting to receive from the Lord].

The coloring page can be saved in Paint 3D for your children and you to color on the computer
screen.

Also, have those who can read, answer the questions found throughout the Divine Service. They
can highlight or underline the answers usually found above the questions.

For older children especially those who are in or have in the past studied Luther’s Small
Catechism

Where is this found in the Luther’s Small Catechism? Put LSC in the margin and the section
[Ten Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Office of the Keys, or the Lord’s Supper]
of the catechism where this teaching can be found. [ex: LSC-Baptism]


about:blank

A Bible Study on one of the lessons can be found at our website:
www.trinitylutherantaylorville.org

Adults/parents

You may find this helpful to do the above also, even the drawing and coloring.
For the youngest of your children, draw a cross or a picture, if your talent so allows, anywhere in
the Divine Service and let your little ones color them.

Another excise you can do is to journal your thoughts on the Word and the following service.
Each day read through a section and journal your thoughts and/or insights you may have. If you
know to insert and use “Text Box” that is a good way to do it. You may also go to “References”
and use “Foot Note” to record your thoughts or insight.

Contact the church office to register or if you have any questions.

God bless, keep and increase your faith in Christ as you now read, mark and inwardly digest His
Word.
WORSHIP FOLDER

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 6
Like a Grain of Mustard Seed
June 12 & 13, 2021

As We Gather

Though much is made of the smallness of the mustard seed, the focus of
Jesus is on outcome—the plant that becomes large enough to give nest and
shade to all the birds of the air. The kingdom of God seems small and even
irrelevant in the face of large problems, challenges, and problems of this
mortal life, and yet it is the kingdom of God that is great. God gives to us the
forgiveness that makes a clear conscience, the life that is stronger than death,
and the joy that is greater than every joy this world can deliver. In this way,
the small seed makes for a great plant, large enough for us to find refuge and a home in its shade.
How the kingdom of God grows may seem part of the mystery, but we know that it is a seed
planted in the good soil and fed and nourished by God’s grace to the day when the harvest
delivers us into His presence forevermore.

Order of Divine Service IV LSB 184

Prayer
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.

Opening Hymn LSB 584 “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”
1 Faith and truth and life bestowing,
Open now the Scriptures, Lord,


about:blank

Seed to life eternal sowing,
Scattered on the wind abroad.

Let not hearts, Your Word receiving,
Like a barren field be found,

Choked with thorns and unbelieving,
Shallow earth or stony ground.

May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing
Bring to life the hidden grain,
Daily in our hearts increasing,
Bearing fruit that shall remain.
So in Scripture, song, and story,
Savior, may Your voice be heard.
Till our eyes behold Your glory
Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001507
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst,
enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

When were you made a child of God?



Introit
P

C

Service of the Word

It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High.
The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

They are planted in the house of the LORD;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,

to declare that the LORD is upright;

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High.

Christians are described as plants in the house of
God. Highlight (underline) those descriptions.

Kyrie LSB204
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all,
let us pray to the Lord.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who labor, those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.



C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
C 1To God on high be glory

And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,

Be worshiped and adored,;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

Prayer of the Day

P Letus pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Why did God give us the Bible?

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord Gob: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set
it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and | myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain. 220On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear



branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird;
in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. *And all the trees of the field shall
know that | am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green
tree, and make the dry tree flourish. | am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Who are the sprig and branches described above?

Psalm
P !Blesséd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
C “2but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.

P 3Heis like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
C “The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

P STherefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

C Sfor the Lorp knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Who is described as a healthy and beautiful tree?

Epistle2 Corinthians 5:1-17

We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on
our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. “For while we are
still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would
be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. °He who has prepared us
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. °So we are always of good
courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, "for we
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to
please him. °For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 'Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and | hope



it is known also to your conscience. **We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving
you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward
appearance and not about what is in the heart. **For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if
we are in our right mind, it is for you. *4For the love of Christ controls us, because we have
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; **and he died for all, that those
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
8From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Y’ Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

What does this passage tell us about our earthly
bodies? What hope do we have in Christ?

Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God.

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26-34

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.

C GlorytoYou, O Lord.
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. ?’He sleeps
and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 2The earth produces
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 2°But when the grain is ripe, at
once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30And he said, “With what can we
compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 1t is like a grain of mustard
seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 33With many such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able to hear it. **He did not speak to them without a parable, but
privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

PThis is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.

The Church is made of all believers in Jesus Christ.
According to the passage above, how is the Church
like a plant?

Highlight (underline) words and phrases the
describe the Church using words connected to
plants.



Apostles’ Creed

C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day LSB 892 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

1

Come, ye thankful people, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in

Ere the winter storms begin;

God, our maker, doth provide

For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown.

First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord, our God, shall come
And shall take His harvest home,
From His field shall in that day
All offenses purge away,

Give His angels charge at last



In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store
In His garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come
To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,
In Thy garner to abide:
Come with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.
Text: Public domain

Prayer
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience
and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Sermon “Like a Seed” Mark 4:26-34

Introduction:
Sometimes we just want to say, “What goes on in the church is important!” The world seems to
shrug their shoulders at the importance of the church. They may admit that there may be some
good that comes out of going to church. Musicians describe an uplifting song that gets the
crowd on their feet as “Going-to-church” experience. Yet, as in all generations the church
doesn’t seem to hold the importance that it should.

Even as believers, we too must admit that the Church doesn’t hold the importance in our lives as
it should. We see that we too sin against God’s command to keep the Sabbath Day holy. This is
to say, as Luther wrote. “We are to fear and love God that we do not despise the teaching and
preaching of the Word but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” And we confess that we
have not held the Word of God or His Church in high regard.

We often are tempted to spruce up the Church and its worship so that it may attract more people.
We look at what we can do to impress the importance of Church on the hearts of others. We
often consider the work of the Church slow and dull.

Christ addresses this issue in parables about the seed. He impresses upon our hearts what seems
dull and unimpressive is in reality the way the Church grows and becomes strong.



I. Like a seed it grows and produces a harvest

The Church and the Kingdom of God are synonymous. Both titles describe the same thing.
The Church often times is called the body of Christ. The Kingdom of God is describes as those
whom Christ rules over in His grace.

In the parable of the seed, the seed is the Word of God. The plant and the grain is the Kingdom
of God, the Church - the Body of believers in Christ.

In the first parable, the seed is broadcast over the ground. It germinates into a blade which in
turns produces the ear of grain. When matured, it is harvested.

So, it is with the Kingdom of God, the Church - the Body of Christ. The Word is broadcast
throughout the world by the teaching and preaching of the Word. It goes into the hearts of
people and produces faith in Christ. This faith is nurtured by the Word to grow and when Christ
returns all those who believe will be gathered into His eternal presence.

It is a slow process. We are not able to see the Holy Spirit go to work through the Word. We
may observe the fruit of faith and its growth. Yet, we can’t actually see the planted faith the
hearts of people grow. We do have the promise that God’s Word does work and will bring
many to faith so that they will be with us when He returns.

I1. Like a seed it grows and produces a place of refuge

The second seed parable is a word of encouragement. The seed is still the Word of God. The
mustard plant is a place of refuge. It may start off small but it grows big enough for bird to
make their nest in it.

As God’s Word works, it produces a Kingdom, a Church-the body of Christ, which is strong
enough for people to seek and find in it refuge. Here they do find the forgiveness of sins, the
certain hope of salvation and eternal life. They can even find refuge from the struggles of life.

The Church can help to provide shelter, food and drink. She can give a listening ear and counsel
those in conflict in spiritual, physical and mental struggles. A person can find a place of rest
within the Kingdom of God, the Church-the body of Christ.

Conclusion:

What seems so insignificant, the teachings of Christ- the Word of God, does grow to be a very
important part of our lives and the lives of others. This is why we desire to shout out to others,
“The Church is important.” We say it to ourselves. We repent and ask God to increase the
sense of Her importance in our lives. And we want others to share in the benefits that we have
already received in the Kingdom of God. God grant that this desire and understanding to
continue to grow until the day Christ returns.

TAMENT



Prayer

O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We
implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being
ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will
and daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to
live a godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and
to walk in His steps until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in
heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Prayer of the Church

p

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people as they
have need.

Give patience to Your Church, to her ministers, and to all of us, Your people, that we
trust in Your Word and promise when eyes do not see Your hand at work; and when
hearts are tempted to anxiety and fear, grant that we know the fullness of Your peace.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Make us to be good soil so that the seed of Your Word planted in us may grow,
flourish, and bear the good fruit You desire. Bless the work of all pastors,
missionaries, and church workers who serve us in Your name that their ministry to us
bear good fruit. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give to our president, Congress, and all leaders the wisdom to govern according to
Your Word and commands that they prove worthy of the trust we have placed in
them. Bring the nations to peace, and equip us to be good and responsible citizens.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Give wisdom and discernment to Your people, that we not give in to temptation nor
grow weary of trusting Your Word and serving in willing obedience to Your
commands, but delight in fulfilling our baptismal calling wherever we are. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless the married that they be faithful, bless the single that they be chaste and enjoy
the company and support of Christian friends, and bless the aged and infirm that they
know the loving care of family in their time of need. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless those who teach Your Word, and bless our Sunday School and catechism
classes and everywhere people gather to teach and learn Your Word, that the Holy
Spirit guide our study, strengthen our faith, and direct us in making the good
confession before the world. Lord, in Your mercy,



C hear our prayer.

P Give relief to the suffering, healing to the sick, peace to the troubled, and comfort to
those who grieve, [especially . . ., and those we name in our hearts . . . ], and bless
them with patience and endurance until You deliver them from their trials. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Help us to be good stewards of Your creation, to share what You have supplied with
those in need, and to support the work of Your Church in her mission here and
throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P All things are Yours, heavenly Father, and You have promised to supply them to us
as we need and when we need them. Help us to pray with confident hearts, trusting
that You will provide for us all things needful and deliver us from all things harmful,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn LSB 765 “ God Moves in a Mysterious Way”

1

2

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;

Behind a frowning providence
Faith sees a smiling face.



3 His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev’ry hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow’r.

4 Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;

God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

5 You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.

Text: Public domain

Hymn LSB 577 “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”
1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast
Like seed into the ground,;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.

2  Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.

4 So when the precious seed is sown,
Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving pow’r may know.
Text: Public domain

Hymn LSB 894 “For the Fruits of His Creation”
1  For the fruits of His creation,
Thanks be to God.
For His gifts to ev’ry nation,
Thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
Thanks be to God.



2 Inthe just reward of labor,

God’s will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor,
God’s will is done.

In our worldwide task of caring

For the hungry and despairing,

In the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.

3  For the harvests of the Spirit,

Thanks be to God.

For the good we all inherit,
Thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us,

For the truths that still confound us,

Most of all, that love has found us,
Thanks be to God.

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001507

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
C 10 Lord, now let Your servant

Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory

Of Your redeeming grace:

A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,

The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.



Hymn of Departure LSB 921 “On What Has Now Been Sown”
1 Onwhat has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

2 To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3 O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!
Text: Public domain
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Coloring Page

Jesus told parables to teach people about the Kingdom of God.
In one famous parable, he said that the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed -
it will start small and then grow! (Mark 4:30-32)



